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Purple Night 2026 

Tribute to Deep Purple Fireball and 

Rainbow Rising 

 
Saturday 31.1.2026 at 19:00-23:15 

Showtime ap 20:00, doors at 19:00 

Age limit 18 

On Saturday, January 31st, 2026, Purple Night will pay honor to both itself and Deep Purple and Rainbow, 

while we celebrate the 13th Purple Night-event through the ages. 

https://www.psof.fi/2026/purple_night_2026/tiedote.pdf
https://www.psof.fi/2026/purple_night_2026/pressmeddelande.pdf


On of the theme of Purple Night 2026 this time is Deep Purple's Fireball album, released in 1971,i.e. 55 

years ago. The album was recorded at various times between September 1970 and June 1971 and became 

the first of Deep Purple's three albums to reach UK No 1. 

The Fireball album will be heard in its entirety, and it will be presented by the band The Mule, a group of 

musicians who are close to this music and era. The guitar is played by the ‘virtuoso’ Petteri Hirvanen, the 

bass is played by the ‘low frequency artist’ Seppo Salmi, the keyboards are played by the ‘wizard’ Herkko 

Eskelinen, the drums are played by the eternal “hippie” Juha Hämäläinen, and the vocals are performed by 

the strong and multi-voiced Sanna Jäänvirta. Sanna is a multi-disciplinary singer, singing teacher, and 

musician, originally a graduate of the Helsinki Pop & Jazz Conservatory and Metropolia. You can easily come 

across Sanna at gigs, which have been quite a lot lately. Sanna’s own gigs have developed a very personal 

and touching style in her performances. Her first solo album is scheduled to be released in 2026. 

The Mule will also perform other Deep Purple hits from over the years together with singer and musical 

performer Annica Milán. Annica graduated as a professional musician in pop and jazz singing, and before 

that she had 10 years of classical singing lessons. Versatile singer-artist Annica Milán has charmed audiences 

all over Finland from musical stages to rock clubs. Currently Annica is touring around the country with her 

own successful concepts GIMME ABBA! and KASARISHOW – and is now bringing her strong voice, drama, 

elegance and a touch of glitter to the On the Rocks stage. 

Her late husband Kimmo Blom performed at Purple Night for several years – and since this year the event 

falls on Kimmo's birthday – Annica will continue the Purple Night tradition in Kimmo's footsteps, with the 

power of purple music.  

The second theme is Rainbow's Rising album, which was released in 1976, 50 years ago. 

Heavy rock powerhouse Leverage is once again paying tribute to Rainbow's 50th anniversary Rising album 

with the project title 'Wolf Moon Rising' (Tribute to Rainbow). The previous time, Leverage's then-former 

lineup performed under the 'Wolf Moon Rising' theme at numerous events to mark the 40th anniversary of 

the Rising album, the most notable of which was PSOF's Purple Night 2016 in Tavastia on September 16, 

2016. The vocalist was the late Kimmo Blom. 

Dio-era Rainbow has been the biggest musical role model for the band’s founder and songwriter Tuomas 

Heikkinen since he was 10 years old. The Italian-born vocal virtuoso Paolo Ribaldini of Leverage’s current 

line-up is just the right man to fill Ronnie James Dio’s huge boots. ‘Wolf Moon Rising’ is a genuine tribute to 

the immortal music of Rainbow’s Dio era. The band also features Sami Norrbacka (bass), Marko Niskala 

(keyboards), Eljas Ojutkangas (drums) and Lotta-Maria Heiskanen (violin). The set will feature the Rising 

album from cover to cover, some other tidbits from Rainbow’s Dio era and finally Leverage’s own 

production. 

The evening is also dedicated to the great singer Kimmo Blom, who passed away in 2022, who 

would have celebrated his 56th birthday tonight. It has been 10 years since Kimmo last performed at the 

Purple Night event, when he performed songs from Rainbow’s Rising, Long Live Rock’n’ Roll and Ritchie 

Blackmore’s Rainbow albums with the Wolf Moon Rising lineup (Leverage). Kimmo also participated in the 

2011 and 2015 Purple Night events, performing great songs by Deep Purple. Kimmo was always a willing 

Purple Night performer, and PSOF remembers him fondly for his respect and loyalty to our association 

PSOF. In addition, he always performed the songs requested of him with joy and respect. 



PSOF ry was founded in 1998 in Helsinki, to promote and pay tribute to Deep Purple and related music. 

The society is approved by Deep Purple and their management, as the official Deep Purple Society (fan 

club) in Finland. The purpose of this society is to promote Deep Purple music in Finland, in addition to related 

bands and projects such as Whitesnake, Black Sabbath, Rainbow, Blackmore's Night, Glenn Hughes, Joe Lynn 

Turner, Graham Bonnet, and Doogie White. Besides Deep Purple themselves, we include in the Family tree 

all the other bands and projects the Deep Purple musicians have been involved in. In fact, we can talk about 

the” Deep Purple jungle". Both Deep Purple and their family tree members have had a very positive attitude 

towards us. Thus, we have been able to meet them several times during all these years. 

Perfect Strangers of Finland PSOF ry started to arrange these events in 2008, while celebrating the 10th 

anniversary of the society. By now, the event has been arranged twelve times, in 2008, 2009, 2011, 2012, 

2015 and 2016 at Tavastia Club and in 2013 and 2014 at Virgin Oil in Helsinki. In 2018, we celebrated our 

20th anniversary at the Cultural Arena Gloria. In 2023 at our this 25th anniversary, we had a great party venue 

in Helsinki – On the Rocks – , and where we also held the 2024 and 2025 Purple Night events. The tradition 

will now be continued by celebrating Purple Night 2026 in the stunning facilities of On the Rocks, where 

together with music lovers of Deep Purple and its family tree, we can once again spend a wonderful evening. 

Deep Purple's family tree is extensive and includes Rainbow. 

During all these years, our society has given numerous musicians, both professionals and amateurs, 

experienced people and newcomers, opportunities to perform on stage. Totaling in more than one hundred 

artists, including such well-known names as Doogie White (ex. Rainbow), Nikolo Kotzev, Johnnie Bolin, Anssi 

Kela, Timo Kotipelto, Tipe Johnson, Erja Lyytinen, Mikko Rintanen, and Jukka ‘Jay’ Lewis, in addition to many 

member musicians of our society have performed at the events. All the musicians have proved to be of high 

quality, and they could have played even songs not heard so often, thanks to the various themes of Purple 

Nights, such as 10 Perfect Women, In Rock, Rainbow All Night Long, Who Do We Think We Are, Old-New-

Borrowed and Blue, 70th anniversary of Ritchie Blackmore, and the music of Tommy Bolin era when Tommy's 

brother Johnnie came from the U.S.A. to perform in this event.   

The first Purple Night in 2008 was the 10th anniversary of our society, too. At our 20th anniversary ‘From the 

Beginning to Infinity’, we honored Deep Purple's 50-year life's work by going through their entire musical 

production, meaning the evening was kind of a marathon in the Deep Purple jungle, and at the same time we 

peeked into their pearl coffin in the jungle.  During all these years, it has been our great pleasure to see the 

importance of Deep Purple family tree music to so many musicians and enthusiasts. To celebrate our 25th 

anniversary, we enjoyed the music of Whitesnake and Black Sabbath from the Dio-era, and of course the 

music of Deep Purple. Whitesnake's music was performed by long-distance rock pro Joe Doakes, and Spiritus 

Sabbathi performing Black Sabbath production from the Dio-era, and they celebrated the 40-year existence 

of the album "Live Evil". In addition, both bands performed hits and gems from Deep Purple's music during 

the evening, from the days of both Ian Gillan and David Coverdale.  

In 2024, the theme was Deep Purple classics, as well as hits from Rainbow and Whitesnake, which were 

performed by Taage Laiho, Kajsa Hautamäki and Jukka Nummi with Henric Blomqvist's Purple Stuff band, and 

Shades of Purple from Lahti. In 2025, the theme of the event was ‘Hits from the surprising years of Deep 

Purple and Rainbow’. The evening began with Peter James Goodman / Tuomas Heikkinen Duo, who 

performed rarely heard songs from Rainbow’s early days with a full band sound, in other words, the best 

parts of Ritchie Blackmore’s Rainbow album, which was celebrating its 50th anniversary. The evening 

continued with the band Jordansböle Station, who played hits from both Deep Purple and Rainbow. The 



event was closed by Tuhkuri Highway, who interpreted Deep Purple’s hits. In addition to the band’s own 

singer, the band also featured Peter James Goodman and Tipe Johnson. 

The Evening ends with Classic Rock Disco: DJ Punis. 

On the Rocks is in the Centre of Helsinki, at Mikonkatu 15, right next to the Railway Station. 

Tickets for the event can be bought in advance starting from 20 € from Tiketti or at the door 23 € if there’s 

tickets remaining. 

You are welcome to celebrate with us! 

PSOF ry Board 

We can’t imagine life without Deep Purple and its Family Tree ! 
Tiedote:    https://www.psof.fi/2026/purple_night_2026/tiedote.pdf 

Pressmeddelande: https://www.psof.fi/2026/purple_night_2026/pressmeddelande.pdf 

Bulletin:  https://www.psof.fi/2026/purple_night_2026/bulletin.pdf 

Juliste/poster:  https://www.psof.fi/2026/purple_night_2026/poster.jpg 

Tickets from Tiketti:   https://www.tiketti.fi/purple-night-2026-on-the-rocks-helsinki-lippuja/113833  

On the Rocks    https://rocks.fi/  

PSOF-Homepage:     http://www.psof.fi/ 

PSOF-Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/Perfect-Strangers-of-Finland-PSOF-ry-43105058756/  

Facebook event-page:             https://www.facebook.com/events/4193194687634545  

History of PSOF’s Purple Nights 2008 -> : https://www.facebook.com/groups/369118310144974/  

PSOF-historic:  http://www.psof.fi/2023/psof_lehti_2023.pdf 

   

https://www.psof.fi/2026/purple_night_2026/tiedote.pdf
https://www.psof.fi/2026/purple_night_2026/pressmeddelande.pdf
https://www.psof.fi/2026/purple_night_2026/bulletin.pdf
https://www.psof.fi/2026/purple_night_2026/poster.jpg
https://www.tiketti.fi/purple-night-2026-on-the-rocks-helsinki-lippuja/113833
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Frocks.fi%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2Lwhg8qIMAw22Wc0bTkpvmv0CedBhLCFUPoo1TrfEcbTx0nFY4jKT5iMM&h=AT250JyNKEZaREKgncE9Ztog8dTGbXaxQ0AndwelZQOYz13R60VVCCucu7W4nLhzda_z6J_PoqaJ5gKRcc0gQ2DvGa0bvK_dvxhQP6HKRlDe8t8lz_T3wrxFGQktqkj_srw
http://www.psof.fi/
https://www.facebook.com/Perfect-Strangers-of-Finland-PSOF-ry-43105058756/
https://www.facebook.com/events/4193194687634545
https://www.facebook.com/groups/369118310144974/
http://www.psof.fi/2023/psof_lehti_2023.pdf

